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TOP UK RARITY: FACTORY’ 

(7°, 500-only, Rex REKD 195, £35) 

TOP WORLDWIDE RARITY: ‘HOT LEATHER’ 
Austrian 300-only numbered 
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FFwe hop over co thar rather large land mass 
called Australia, we find a quartet of catly 


0-somethings sitting prety at the top of 


the zeitgeist tidal wave and suefing towards our 


island, With the foam trail sll visible from the 
the Strokes, and 
the colourful black 8 whiter 8 white mists 
of the Hives and the White Stripes stil linger- 
ing upon our shores, the Australasian invasion 
tras to be loud and clea in its statement of 
incene to be taken seriously. Leading the batle 
year-old Craig Nicholls, armed with a 
ood looks and a primal scream that has 


Jase tsunami set in motion. 


seen the music press jump swifly to attention, 
His band is the Vines, and they have brought us 
a bounty of raw rock'n'oll stripped down cots 
roots and fertilised with 21st Century atirude 

The band’s debe allan, Highly Evolved, has 
already earned classe status: the musi froths ac 
the sue, all Nievana and Supergrass, and 


crashes about on & bedeock laid down by the 


Kinks and the Beatles, ‘Factory’, their debuc 
single, takes the bouncing gaiety of Ob-La-Di, 
Ob-La-Da, sprinkles ie with Lithium and 


Crsig Nichol ofthe Vines 


blasts it into outer space with a distortion pedal 
A drug-aided firs Histen evokes the pleasing 
image of Dave Grohl booti 
stool, Kure Cobain bargi 
mic and both of them launching into jam 
with the ghosts of John and 
stuff, Elsewhere on the al 
West Coast whimsy and Radiohead-ness, with 
Autumn Shade’ 
90s Britpop and the Beach Boys, But the three 
singles released from Highly Evoloed are indeed 
epicomes of hove the modern rock single has 
volved: the site track isa 90-seconel cempese it 


Ringo off his 
Paul away from the 


x. Trippy 


"1969" raising. fa spi to 


a teacup, ‘urtathaway’ is eo minutes of 
the Stone Roses getting pistol-whipped by 
Guns N’ Roses, and ‘Get Free’ isan eatly 
contender far single ofthe decade, All compact 
catchy and cutting: they don’e get any better 
than these 

Fragile fromtman Nichols has ewo healthy 
addictions in his life: marijuana and 
MeDonalds, At 15, he met bassist Pat ae his 
local fave burger join in Sydney, Pat into 
duced him 0 weed. They formed a Nirvana 
covers band, enjoyed a few yeats of stonchead 
songwriting, ated their demo on a local ido 
show and before long they were recording in 
LA's Sound Factory — an old sonic stomping, 
ground of Led Zep andl the Stones. The most 
potent weapon in Nicholls’ armoury is his 
vaicebox: his viseral vocal exude an extriordi 
‘nary quality most palpable dung live peor 
imances. To witness his wild antics for over an 
hhour with his voive oscillaing beeween throat 
lestroying sereams and soothing harmonies is 


line in style and stacure of Lydon and Cobain, 
Jus ike the latter’ vocal transition from 
Scentless Apprentice’ to ‘Heart-Shaped Bow’ on 
In Utero, Nicholls’ voice has the power to be as 
mal as its melodic, And in che same way 
Cobain puirloined his "Test Spirit’ guitar riff 
A Feeling’, Nicholls 
he Noel Gallagher 


from Boston's ‘More Th 


is not afivid of attending 


school of yongwriting, with wore references on 


the album than you can shake a magpie at 
isis are, incidentally, big fins of the Vines, 

us Patrick attests“ met Liam at Coachella 
(festival), He sad, ‘card your band’s coo, man’ 
Then he stared raving about fuck knows 
what 


che Dé and Datsuns are sstiable A-toads 
oom the new cock roadmap, then the Vines 


ate more lke the 


25, not just because 
they nun rings around most apposition, but for 


Thete is more of a what-yoursee-iswhat-you 


sgetness ubout these Kiwi outfits, alongside some 
‘other interesting parallels: bod 
‘exactly 39) minutes, the 4's firs tack is 
Rock'n'Roll Motherfucker’ while che Dagsuns 
second is ‘Motherfucker From Hell 
Surprisingly, the Vines’ debut is profaniy-free, 
bur Nicholls onstage conduct has recently been 
ws cones 77 


not so much highly evolved as amusingly 
messed up, displaying all the composure of 
someone who's just washed dawn a fistful of 
ccstasy pills with a bottle af gin, 

Many have been far from amused by this 
unhinged demeanour, many allared by it, 


and many don't really give a toss. The tunes 
are there and nothing else matters, With a 


new album ont by Christmas, and Nicholls 


now refraining from lobbing micro 
stands into the crowd, ic will be fascinating 
of evolution, 
dhe received 


Did you have any ides that you 
this well in the UK? 


» although there was an abvious 
disparity when we were fire in the UK early 
last year — berween what the press seemed to 
think was fashionable and what your average 
British band was coming up sith, which was 
something like Linkin Path, So they liked ns 
‘What was the first and last record you bough? 

Appetite For Destruction by Guns N' Roses 
and You Are Pree by Cat Power 


In retrospect, what five albums would you say 
played the biggest roles in your development 
The Stone Roses fist album, Nevermind by 
Nirvana, Should Caco y Superge 
Rain, Crooked Rain by Pavement and Bas Of 
The Dye Your by dhe Kinks, [left out the 
Beatles bu ehey're ally a Top Five all by 


5, Crooked 


themselves, 
What would you say is different about today’s 
breed of rack'n'eoll bands? 

chink there's a 


ambition and a bit of 
lan inthe mis, just lke there's always been. If 
you're ina rock band now and you sana play 
to appeal t kids 
gah 


who buy records so that somethin 


profoundly simple in essence, and that fels the 
best, recurs and you get a rebirth of rock 
What 
your peers, the Dé and the Datsuns? 
Insoems unlikely that ' eve 


st to see them 


play unless we'te at a festival together, cos 
they're bands tha tou all the time, ike we've 
been dong, 1 own the Datsuns’ recor and 
particularly like the sang ‘Harmonic 
Generator’. [dhnk that, Fron stuff I've read, 
they chink we're phonies jn the Holder 
Caulfield sense, I don’t think we ae 
Have you had any Spinal Tap-style disasters 
yer 

Every dime we try to sing harmonics for a 
new song, eventually iccrds up like the bit at 
Elvis 
There 


4 popular school of thought in this 
‘country thae Burger King burgers are better 
than McDonalds’. What's your take on this? 
Burger King drowns everything in mayon- 
naise but at McDonalds everything is just 
fatter. We like Wendy's because they'te 
square 
7B race 


TOP WORLDWIDE RARITY: THE D4 EP 
(7°, New Zealand only, Flying Nun, £10) 


[esis i Ben in 


rived at the shores of Britain 
g months, they slogged 


through over 200 powerhouse gigs, Classifying 
all thet shows on a Beaufortstyle scale they 
declare that if they were ever to play at 100%, 
people would die 
Although no fatalities have been recorded to 
dae, punters are sil flocking to sce dem by 
interested in 


the thousand, evidently soft 


harmonies such as those peddled by’ com 


os lke Crowded House, They're more 
concerned with the Dis sole offering — 
splenetic, fenetic punk rock, Noughtes style 
Revellng in the time-honoured themes af 
booze, broads and getting barred, debut 
allura 6 Tien 

has already been hailed asa milestone of the 
sock renaissance, The opening ‘Rock'n'Roll 
Moxherfucker grabs you by the shroa and 


knees you in the nuts, while the closing 'Gee 
Loose! urinates all over you and stumbles back 


ico the pub. And in ease anyone didn't get 
where they were coming from through the 
sewray production, three covers are thrown in 
just co make sure (although each of these i 

re); ‘lavader Ace’ (Guitar Wl) 
‘Mysterex’ (Scavengers) and 'P 
ohnny Thunders) 


hhe Di are ral rock'n'roll pirates flying 
the flag ofeheir heritage high above the 
sea of pop-punk dross currently 


encompassing the 


pretty obs 


rate Love 


and the pop chares for thae 
matter. Ay Dd frontman Jimmy Christmas 
cloquendy explains wo KC, he'd rather listen 10a 
band thae plays the sane three chords badly but 
enthusiastically, than one cha's practived all 


Shiver me timbers 


